
Formerly xerothermic grassland  were used as lower quality  
pastures for grazing sheep and goats, less often cows and 
horses.  
Today they are very rarely used for agricultural purposes.  

Use of xerothermic grassland 

photo MJ 



Intensification of agriculture 

Ålack of grazing 

Åturned into intensively used 
pastures (fertilized and 
seeded with highly 
productive species) 

Åploughed and turned  into 
arable land 

Åafforestation 

 

 

  Other  
Å  building  development  
Å  transport infrastructure 
Å  leaving garbage, wild trash dumps, 
Å  trampling, picking, digging up valuable plants  

 

Abandonment of tradicional 
management  (pasturing) 
Å  accumulation of dead      
organic matter 
Å  eutrophication   
Å  alien invasive species 
Å  native expansive species  
Å  natural secondary 
succession towards forest 
communities 



Prunus spinosa  
Cornus 

sanguinea 

Calamagrostis 
epigejos 

Brachypodium 
pinnatum  Rhamnus cathartica  Ligustrum vulgare  

Frangula alnus  Ulmus minor  

Lack of grazing leads to the development of native expansive 
grasses and to Rhamno-Prunetea thickets (all photo MAJ) 


