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Historical background 
•During the period of more sustainable traditional 

agriculture, livestock farming was based in Nordic 
and Baltic countries on the exploitation of grasslands 
and wooded traditional rural biotopes. The centuries 
of repeating a regime of mowing, grazing, coppicing 
and aftermath grazing had created the unique 
biodiversity to rural areas of Finland. Some of the 
habitats were occasionally cleared, burned or 
flooded. Many species had adjusted to the managed 
regime and even benefited from it.



Historical background 
• In the early 19th century animals in Finland were kept 

mainly for the sake of their pulling power and to produce 
manure; meat and milk production were still secondary 
reasons. In the late 19th century the total area of 
meadows in southern Finland was much larger than the 
total area of arable land. A popular saying was "a 
meadow is the mother of a field”. The manure from 
grazing animals was namely taken to cultivated fields to 
fertilize them. Thus the direction of nutrient flow was 
from the meadows to the fields. This system included the 
mowing of winter hay which was stored in hay barns and 
fed to animals during wintertime. 





Historical background 
•This regime was first interrupted by artificial 

fertilisers and changes to production systems during 
the late 19th century, in the peripheral regions a bit 
later. Flatland meadows were mainly turned into 
cultivated fields, wherever the topography would 
just allow it. The acreage of traditional rural biotopes 
continued decreasing in the 20th century, mainly 
through the clearing of fields and the abandonment 
of management. 



• Some of the remnants with high biodiversity such as dry 
meadows, riverside meadows, flooded meadows, wooded 
pastures and grazed forests were still managed after World 
War II but management had largely ceased before the 1980s. 
Eutrophication is now playing an important role in 
accelerating the disappearance of traditional rural biotopes: 
the nutrient flow is from the field and air to the meadows 
and other traditional biotopes, weakening the quality of 
habitats.



Development of arable fields
and meadows in Finland
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There are stille left valuable traditional rural
biotopes, many of them managed by help of A-E 
schemes of EU



14.3.2006

Distribution of valuable
dry meadows



Dry meadows, Laitila



Dry rocky meadow, Dragsfjärd



Rocky meadow, Ripovuori Huittinen



Dry to mesic meadwos (dryish slope, Rekijoki)



Calcareous meadows



Threats of species of dry
meadows

• Ovegrowth,  fragmentation
(extinction debt)

• Nutrification (from air, 
cultivated fields)

• Climate change
• Alien species
• Wrong kind of management 

(carefulness needed, also
targeted conservation grazing)
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Natural environments versus replacing
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Inventories and 
monitoring still
needed…

Second 
assessment and 
evaluation of 
threatened
habitats is going
on in Finland. All
traditional rural
biotopes/seminat
ural grasslands
are threatened…

THANK YOU !


